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Hundreds Attend BIG Little 
Science Centre Open House 

 

Gordon R. Gore, Operator 
 

If the BIG Little Science Centre had an 
Open House, would anyone come? You bet 
they would! And they did  --- hundreds of 
them. Attendance was free, so there was no 
official count, but estimates place the 
number of visitors at somewhere between 
500 and 600. Children of all ages, their 
parents, some teachers, even some college 
professors were there to see what the BIG 
Little Science Centre was all about.  
 
 This city is ready for a real science 
centre!  The Daily News, Kamloops This 
Week, all the radio stations and CFJC-TV7 
gave their wholehearted support to the 
concept of a science centre for Kamloops. In 
spite of a hectic schedule, newly re-elected 
school board member (and our President) 
Annette Glover did a wonderful job of 
contacting many members of the media 
personally to ensure coverage and 
promotion of the Open House.  

 
 When the doors officially opened on 
Saturday, November 23 there were enough 
directors and other volunteers already 
present, we joked about not really needing 
any more visitors! Volunteer students from 
Westsyde Secondary, Valleyview 
Secondary, David Thompson Elementary 
and University College of the Cariboo, as 

well as volunteer adults including engineer 
Mike Gregson from Weyerhaeuser, all 
chipped in to help.  
 

The usual displays were set up and 
spread around the hallways to accommodate 
the large numbers of visitors we hoped 
would come. Dr. Jim Hebden added over a 
dozen special hands-on chemistry stations in 
the library area for kids of all ages to enjoy. 
Nine directors contributed their special 
talents and time to the Open House.  

 
Directors such as Judi Gelowitz, 

Val Hitchens, Ann-Marie Hunter, and 
Thérèse Gieselman thought of everything: 
outstanding signage for the Open House, 
(some courtesy of Urban Systems) coffee, 
muffins and doughnuts, pizza for the 
volunteers (courtesy of Panago), 
membership registration, and clean-up after 
it was all over. Everything just ‘happened’ 
so smoothly one would think this was our 
tenth Open House! Howard Grieve’s skills 
as a communicator were particularly 
evident. Eric Wiebe’s double pendulum 
station was so popular, he rarely had an 
opportunity to stray from his post. 

 
Science Centre Operator Gordon 

Gore originally planned to do three 30-
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minute static electricity demonstrations 
during the Open House, but had to add two 
extra sessions because of the wonderful 
turnout.  

 
Our first Open House was an 

unqualified success, thanks to the energy, 
enthusiasm and professional competence of 
everyone involved. 

A special thanks to Raffelina 
Sirianni and photographer Clayton Smailes 
of CFJC-TV 7 for the excellent feature you 
prepared to promote the Open House. You 
really captured the true spirit of the BIG 
Little Science Centre on tape. 

 
 

 
 
 

Science Fun for the Family 
 

 
Why is Your Door Handle So Cold? 

 
What You Need  
 
1 sheet of paper, as large as your hand  
1 sheet of aluminium foil the same size as the paper 
 
Try This! 
 
1. Place the sheet of paper and the aluminum foil flat on your table in front of you. 
2. Place one hand flat on the sheet of paper and your other hand flat on the sheet of 

aluminum foil. Does one surface feel cooler than the other?  
 

Question 
 
In winter, a door handle feels very cold when you touch it, but the wooden door 
around the handle feels relatively warm. Why is this? 
 
The metal may feel cooler than the wood, but it is likely at the same temperature as 
the wood. When you touch a metal object, heat is conducted easily from your 
hand to the metal, because metals are good conductors. Wood or plastic objects 
are poor conductors; therefore, they do not conduct as much heat from your hand. 
They feel relatively warm when you touch them. 
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Paper Chromatography 
 

Submitted by Dr. Jim Hebden, Chemistry Teacher 
 

1.  Take a piece of thick, absorbent paper (e.g. coffee filter paper) and cut a strip 
about 1 cm wide by 15 cm long. 

2.  About 2 cm from one end of the paper strip, make a circular blob of ink with a 
washable felt pen. 

3.  Suspend the paper strip so that it hangs down into the water (ink end down), 
and is immersed only 0.5 cm into the water. (The ink blob will be 1.5 cm above 
the water.) 

 
[The water climbs up the paper, and will make the ink move up as well. As the ink moves up 
the paper, the ink separates into various colours.] 
 

4,  Pull the paper out of the water before the water gets to the top of the paper, and 
let the paper dry.  

 
[Try different washable inks. The darker colours give results that are easiest to see.] 

 

Explanation: Most inks are made up of two or more different dyes. Each dye has a 
tendency to stick to the paper and a tendency to dissolve in the water passing over 
the paper. Each dye acts differently so that those sticking more to the paper remain 
closest to the starting point, while those having the greatest tendency to dissolve in 
the water will move higher up the paper. This process is called paper 
chromatography, and is used a lot to analyze mixtures of coloured chemicals. 
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Members of the BIG Little Science Centre Society as of November 28, 2002.
 
 
President 
Annette Glover 
Medical Lab Technologist, RIH 
Vice-President and Operator 
Gordon R. Gore 
Science Writer,  
Retired Physics Teacher 
Secretary 
Thérèse Gieselman 
Planning Consultant 
Treasurer 
Val Hitchens 
Primary Teacher, 
Director 
Howard Grieve 
Operations Manager, 
Kamloops Heritage Railway 
Director 
Dr. Jim Hebden 
Chemistry Teacher and Author 
Director 
Judi Gelowitz 
Intermediate Teacher, 
Consultant, Heritage Fair 

Director 
Ralph Finch 
Dean of Trades and Technology 
Division, UCC 
Director 
Ann-Marie Hunter 
Intermediate Teacher 
Director 
Eric Wiebe 
Retired Physics Teacher 
 
Other Members 
Barbara Berndt 
Steven O’Hara 
Dr. Eberhard Diehl 
John  McGeough 
Sam Cosman 
Dan Maher 
Dr. Blake Farren 
Bill Koch 
Dorothy Beutler 
William Beaton 
Rob Hunter 
Mike Gregson 

Ken Schroeder 
Kathy Russell 
Ben & Carley Tash 
Leno Zanier 
Justin deVries 
Alan Woodbury 
Lesley Davidson 
Bob & Jamie Sunderland 
Maureen Campbell 
Helen Franklin 
Mackie Berry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Join the  BIG Little Science Centre Society! 

 
Fill out this form and mail it and your check for $20 to the BIG Little Science Centre Society, 
c/o Val Hitchens, 3441 Overlander Drive, Kamloops, BC V2B 6X4. You will be placed on the 
membership list and receive our newsletter.  
 

ρ  I wish to be a member of the BIG Little Science Centre. 
 
Name _______________________________________ Phone________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________Postal Code __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 

 
E-mail Address <                             > 

 
Fax _____________________________ 

 
 
 


